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Through the Echoing Timber

For Orchestra

HILARY TANN

Duration: about 4 minutes

Instrumentation

1 Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C

2 Tenor Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

1 Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1: tenor drum; bass drum; 1 pair of tom-toms;
medium triangle; suspended cymbal

Percussion 2: glockenspiel; vibraphone; tambourine;
crash cymbals

Strings

Through the Echoing Timber is a celebratory fanfare-overture. The title is
taken from the poem, “Spring,” by Gerard Manley Hopkins. The poem
reads in part:

When weeds, in wheels, shoot long and lovely and lush;
Thrush’s eggs look little low heavens, and thrush
Through the echoing timber does so rinse and wring
The ear, it strikes like lightnings to hear him sing;...

The overture is not related directly either to thrushes or to spring; and the fan-
fare aspect owes as little as possible to hunting or to military traditions. Rather, -
the composer worked simply from a joyous image of “echoing timber.” The
piece was commissioned by the Pro Musica Orchestra of Columbus, Indiana,
which gave the premiere performance on 15 February 1992 at the Columbus
East Auditorium under conductor David Bowden.
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