The Open Field

For Orchestra

HILARY TANN

Duration: 10-11 minutes

Instrumentation

1 Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C*

2 Tenor Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

1 Tuba

Timpani

3 Percussion: snare drum; tenor drum; bass drum; suspended cymbal; crash cymbals;
tam-tam; 3 triangles (small, medium, large); wood block; glockenspiel; celeste

Strings

*At the discretion of the conductor, the three trumpert players may be centrally seated in front of
the brass section and separated from each other by approximately six feet.

The Open Field was commissioned by the Schenectady Symphony Orchestra with funds provided by the
New York State Council on the Arts. The piece was premiered on 22 April 1990 by the Schenectady
Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Charles Schneider. The commissioning body had asked for a
- piece, approximately ten minutes long, which featured the brass. I was already at work on the fan-
fare-like figures of the opening and closing sections when news came, first of the incredible, then of
the terrible events in Tiananmen Square of June 1989. The freedom of mind which I had been cele-
brating in the opening of the piece seemed called into question and this questioning is reflected in
the darker inner sections of the piece. When I first received this commission, I did not set out to
write any kind of “documentary.” In fact, the earliest “field” was from a poem by Robert Duncan
(the first in his 1960 collection called 7he Opening of the Field, which begins “Often I am permitted
to return to a meadow / as if it were a scene made-up by my mind, / that is not mine, but is a made
place,...”). However, I think it was inevitable that the piece became caught up in that unbelievable
year which ultimately led to the breaking down of the Berlin Wall. It is for this reason, with deep
respect, the piece is subtitled “in memoriam Tiananmen Square (June 1989).”
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In memoriam Tiananmen Square (June 1989)
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