With the Heather and Small Birds

For Chamber Orchestra

HILARY TANN

Duration: about 10 minutes

Instrumentation

1 Piccolo (dbl. fl.)

1 Flute (dbl. picc.)

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in Bb

Timpani

1 Percussion: crash cymbals; suspended finger cymbal; large and
medium wood block; bell tree; bass drum; tenor drum;
tambourine; glockenspiel

Strings

With the Heather and Small Birds, a celebratory overture for cham-
ber orchestra, takes its title from a translation of the last phrase of
a well known poem by Welsh bard, John Ceiriog Hughes
(1833-1897) —in Welsh, “efo’r grug ar adar man” from Nant y
Mynydd. For the composer, the image is of the high plateau of
central Wales, within walking distance of the coal-mining valley of
her childhood. It is a place of freedom, ancientness, and song
(songs of the valley and song of the skylark). The piece was com-
missioned by the 1994 Cardiff Festival, with funds provided by the
Welsh Arts Council. It received its premiere in Europe on 17
September 1994 in St. David’s Hall, Cardiff, Wales, with the
European Women’s Orchestra conducted by Odaline de la
Martinez; the piece was premiered in the United States by the
Women’s Philharmonic, San Francisco, California, 1 March 1997,
Karla Lemon, conductor.
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